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Distinguished experts and scholars, ladies and gentlemen,
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The International symposium on exchanges and mutual learning
among Asian Civilizations is coming to an end. In the past few days, we
have expressed and exchanged opinions with each other. Through
academic exchanges and discussions regarding some major issues

concerning Asian civilizations, we have achieved numerous



accomplishments and achieved great success.
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I have carefully read the papers and listened to your speeches at the
conference and panel discussions and reaped great benefits as a result.
Now, I’d like to share my personal understanding regarding two issues: the
historical contributions of Asian civilizations and Asian values and
oriental wisdom accumulated through the communication between Asian
civilizations. If there is anything improper, your comments would be

much appreciated.
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(I) Historical contributions of Asian civilizations
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It is known to all that, the “Belt and Road Initiative”, proposed by Xi
Jinping, President of the People’s Republic of China, has drawn extensive

attention globally, and has been universally supported by governments and
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the people of Asia, Africa and Europe along the “belt and road”. President
Xi Jinping has also proposed communication between Asian civilizations
on different occasions and made an appeal to strengthen the research and
application of Asian values and oriental wisdom. The purpose of such
strategic proposals and appeals is to promote the construction of the “belt
and road”, in order to facilitate joint development and the mutual
prosperity of each country along it and make positive efforts to build a fair
and rational world order of multi-polarization, thus creating a win-win
community of shared interests and a common destiny.
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As a large continent, Asia takes up 29.4% of global total land mass
and consists of 60% of the world’s total population. Its population has
now exceeded 4 billion. Throughout the ages, all parts of Asia, East Asia,
Southeast Asia, West Asia and Central Asia, have experienced different
changes and periods of history leading to the development of civilization.
With their own characteristics and advantages, all of them have made their
own contributions to the formation and development of Asian civilizations
and played their own roles in the formation and development of the
civilizations of the whole world.
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The earliest settlement of human beings occurred in Asia. In ancient
times, there were many alluvial plains along big rivers in each of the
regions of Asia, where ancient agriculture first emerged and developed
and where people built their homes, their tribes, their states and their
countries on the basis of an agricultural economy. Thanks to the stable
agricultural economy and agricultural life which was advantageous for the
formation and development of civilization, Asia became an important
birthplace of human civilizations and was first to give birth to several
ancient civilizations, including the Mesopotamia civilization in West Asia,
the Chinese civilization in East Asia and the Indian civilization in South
East. And these civilizations had a significant influence on the formation
of Greek and Roman civilizations in ancient Europe. American historian
Will Durant pointed out that, “the ancient Greek civilization was admired
by the whole world, however, the truth was that most of it derived from
cities in the Near East”, and “the Near East was the real creator of western
civilization”. Greece’s former Prime Minister George Papandreou also
said that, “ancient Greece learned a lot from India, Persia, Egypt and other
ancient civilizations. It was like a piece of sponge and continually

absorbed new knowledge and advanced experience”.
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Moreover, during almost 2000 years from around the late years
before Christ to the mid -19" century, the economic aggregate of Asia,
especially of China and India, had always occupied the vast majority of
world’s economic aggregate and had always been the most important
force in promoting the world’s development in economics, science and
technology. According to statistics, by 1750, China occupied 32% of
world economic aggregate and India occupied 24%, while Britain, France,
Prussia, Russia and Italy in total occupied 17%. British scholar Martin
Jacques wrote in his book When China Rules the World that, “the degree
of marketization, agricultural development, proportion of urbanization,

living standards and economic aggregate of Europe didn’t surpass those of
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China until 1800.” And it was also written in The Times - History of
World History that, during the whole of the early modern period, “the size
of the economy in the East was much larger than that of the West”, “the
center of the world’s industry was Asia, not Europe”, “from 1500 to 1750,
Asia produced about 80% of the world’s products, in other words, 2/3 of
the world’s population produced 4/5 of the world’s products”, and
“therefore, in almost three centuries after 1500, the Asian economy had
the most advanced levels of productivity”. The development of Asia’s
economy, culture, science and technology, especially of China, India and
the Arabic-Islamic states, had long occupied world leading positions and
provided important conditions and even had a fundamental influence in
ideology, culture and economic technology on the occurrence of the
Renaissance and the rise of capitalism and the Industrial Revolution of
Europe. At that time, Europe was still in the darkness of the Middle Ages,
while the Abbasids in the Arabic region carried out the famous “Hundred
Years Translation Movement” during the 100 years from 830 to 930. They
spread the historical classics of ancient Greece and ancient Rome
preserved in the Arabic region. It was with further developments made
on them by the Arabs, that the number system of India and the ancient
civilization of China to Europe, which lit up the path for the Renaissance
in Europe. These contributions made by the Arabic region won universal
praise from western scholars and people of vision. The American historian
Hitti believed that, “the Arabic scholars were the medium through which
ancient science and philosophy were recovered, supplemented and
transmitted in such a way as to make possible the Renaissance of Western
Europe.” British scholars Thomas Arnold, Alfred Guillaume and Wells all
pointed out that, “the brilliance of Islam illuminated the darkness of

Europe in the Middle Ages like the moon, and it was the Islamic
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civilization that declared and guided the Renaissance.” And “without the
Islamic civilization, European society would lag at least 200 years
behind.” America’s former president Nixon also said that, “while Europe
was experiencing the obscurantism of the Middle Ages, Islamic
civilization was at its golden age”, and “if the great men in the
Renaissance were to see further when they were exploring the boundary of
knowledge, it was by standing on the shoulders of the Muslim giants™.
The great contributions of Chinese civilization to the formation of
European modern civilization have also been spoken approvingly of by
western scholars and people of vision. There once occurred the so-called
“Chinese culture fever” for about 100 years from late 17 to late 18"
century. French scholar Morris Robin said that, “China was found

”

everywhere during the Renaissance in Europe.” American scholar
L-S-Stavrianos said that, “in the 17" and early 18" century, China had
greater influence on Europe than Europe on China. Western people were
totally fascinated by China’s history, arts, philosophy and politics.” Marx
once compared the spread and application of the four great inventions of
China, papermaking, printing, gunpowder and the compass to an “omen”
of the arrival of bourgeois society. British scholar John Hobson wrote in
his book The Eastern Origins of Western Civilization that, “Britain
consciously obtained and absorbed technology from China — either
genuine technology or specific technical expertise.” “Without China’s
early inventions, there wouldn’t have been the improvements made by
Britain. And without China’s contributions, Britain would still be a
backward country drifting at the continental margin of the same backward
Europe.” So, what do all of these indicate? They indicate that the

contributions made by Asian civilizations to the emergence and

development of the modern European civilization were well-grounded.
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This is a glory that Asian people should treasure and be proud of.
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After the Renaissance and Reformation, and with the success of the
Bourgeois Revolution and Industrial Revolution, capitalist civilization was
successively established in European countries and developed very

quickly. This was the point when the industrial civilization of Europe
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which was based on socialized mass production replaced the previous
agricultural civilization which was based on small production. It was also
a point when whole human civilizations began to enter a new stage of
leap-forward development and when European and western civilizations
began to surpass Asian and eastern civilizations and take the leading
position among the world’s civilizations. Marx and Engels highly
appreciated the historical contributions of the capitalist civilization to the
world’s development and progress, first established by Europe and the
West. They pointed out that, “within less than 100 years since winning the
position of ruling class, the bourgeoisie created productivity that was
larger than the total productivity created in previous generations.”
However, the nature of capitalism determined that it would pursue the
appreciation of capital and the expansion of the commodity market,
investment market and origins of resources without limit. So it would
inevitably keep expanding throughout the world. During more than 300
years from the late 16™ to mid 20" century, Asia suffered the colonial
plunder from the western powers. According to the statistics, of the 48
national independent countries in Asia today, over 40 of them suffered
aggression by force from western powers and became their colonies or
semi-colonies within those 300 years. This was a period of humiliation
and sufferings experienced by Asian countries during modern times. But,
they were unwilling to bear such ravage. They carried forward their
patriotism of unity and perseveringly fought with the colonizers, and
successively won the victory of state independence and national liberation
after the Second World War. These national liberation movements,
together with the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence proposéd by
Asian and African countries at the Asian-African Conference in 1955,

made great historical contributions to winning a long-term peaceful
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international environment in order for the development of various
countries throughout the world, especially the third world.
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Now, the world has entered the development stage of economic

globalization dominated by western developed countries. This, on the one
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hand, has promoted the unprecedented development of the world economy,
science and technology. The world economy and technology is
progressing with each passing day, and both the material civilization and
spiritual civilization of humans have obtained tremendous advances,
especially with the degree of material abundance, which is far beyond the
imagination of those in ancient times. And on the other hand, economic
globalization has also brought various problems and drawbacks. In the
world’s development pattern, the great disparity in the development
between developing countries and developed countries hasn’t been
fundamentally changed yet and it is even becoming worse. A fair and
rational world political and economic order hasn’t been established,
democratization of international relations hasn’t been realized yet and
hegemonism, power politics and neo-interventionism still exist. Economic
crisis occur from time to time in the West, many regions of the world are
still in turmoil, security threats like armament competition, terrorism and
network chaos are intertwined, and many developing countries are still
faced with crises of independence, sovereignty and development.
Therefore, peace, development, cooperation and win-win have become the
common voice of various countries throughout the world, especially the
developing countries, and have become the historical trend in modern
times as well. China’s “Belt and Road Initiative” has drawn extensive
attention and won extensive support from countries along the “belt and
road”, as well as other regions of the world. This fully indicates that this
strategy properly reflects the universal demand of the whole world. Many
people of vision have pointed out that, “the implementation of China’s
‘Belt and Road Initiative’ will provide a new scheme and new experience
for establishing a new fair and rational world order, forming a new world

economic and cultural context of joint development and mutual prosperity
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and creating a win-win community with a common destiny of human
beings. William Jones, an American expert on international issues and the
Washington Bureau Chief for the Executive Intelligence Review, said
recently that, China’s “Belt and Road Initiative” is of great significance
and “it gives hope to the world”. China is now undertaking that which has
never been done by any other country before: we are not developing
ourselves supported by the suffering of others, but helping them with
infrastructure construction and promoting mutual prosperity. What China
is doing now is an important basis for the new world economic order, and
it brings great hope to humanity.
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By strengthening the dialogue between Asian civilizations and
strengthening research on Asian values and oriental wisdom, we are
devoted to better applying them to the construction of the “belt and road”
and to improving global governance, in order to make more contributions
to joint development, mutual prosperity and the mutual improvement of

various countries and regions throughout the world.
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(I) Strengthening research on Asian Values and

Oriental Wisdom
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(II) Strengthening research on Asian Values and
Oriental Wisdom
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Having accumulated thousands of years of social practice, the people
of Asian countries and regions have created and accumulated a great many
ideas with precious values and wisdom on how to understand and manage
the relations between man and nature, man and society, subjects and
objects, knowledge and practice, production and livelihood, material and
spirit, individual and collective, independence and assistance, different
nations, different countries and reality and future. The Asian countries and
regions may convey these precious values and wisdom-contained ideas in
different languages and with different forms of expression, yet what they
convey tends to share the same, equal or similar fundamental points.
Therefore, these ideas are referred to as Asian values and oriental wisdom
commonly owned by the people from Asian countries and regions. The
values and wisdom are endowed with distinctive Asian and oriental
characteristics and colors, each presenting to the world its strong vitality
and mass appeal. They are both an ideological treasure to all Asian people
and a magnificent exotic flower among all of the values and wisdom in the
grand garden of world civilizations, capable of reaching mutual
understanding and complementing the values and wisdom of the European

civilization, Western civilization and civilizations from other regions of
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the world.
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In this forum, many experts and scholars have conducted meaningful
discussions and delivered some significant ideas on what Asian values and
oriental wisdom are, and I am very much inspired. Based on these
discussions, ideas and my own personal understanding, I would like to
highlight several vital points regarding the rich connotations of Asian
values and oriental wisdom, so lets discuss further.
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The first point is harmony in diversity and the unity of harmony
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and integration. This is wisdom on how to understand and deal with the
differences and similarities between all things, as well as the relations
between man and nature and man and society. Its core thinking is man and
nature and man and society living in harmony. In the history of China, the
idea of harmony in diversity and unity of harmony and integration goes
back to ancient times and has taken deep root in the hearts of the people. It
has been demonstrated in theories such as “harmony fosters new things
and similarity does not sustain”, “complementary opposites”, “unity of
man and nature, unity of knowing and doing”, “moderation and
neutralization, avoiding extremes”, “negotiation and dialogues, seeking a
common ground while reserving differences”. Thinkers in the history of
the Korean peninsula and Japan came up with the theory of “compromise
and competition” about “neither similar nor different” and the “theory of
man and nature in affinity”, which elaborated on the idea of “seeking a
common ground while reserving differences” and the “unity of man and
nature”. When it comes to South Asia and Southeast Asia we can observe
that in India, the “Rigveda” explained “two birds live on the same twig”,
and the “Upanishad” came up with “rahmatmaikyam”, the Vaisesika
proposed that “harmony and integration is a form of relation”, the poet
Tagore said “the harmony between man and nature is a great fact”,
Sukarno proposed “Pancasila” as the philosophical foundation to integrate
diversified cultures, and the ASEAN community suggested “negotiation,
harmony and cooperation” as its core values to form a “harmonious entity
of different countries”. The ideas of “a pluralistic whole” “the unity of
harmony and integration” and “the unity of man and nature” are fully
demonstrated in these examples. Meanwhile, the Arabic philosopher
Ansari introduced the theory that “moderation is best for everything” to

elaborate on the idea of avoiding extremes and choosing “the middle way”
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and “neutralization” and it has become the basic belief that Arabic people
abide by in their life and work.
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The second point is to seek truth from facts and advance with the
times. This is wisdom on how to understand and deal with the relations
between subjects and objects, knowing and doing, suggesting that subjects
and objects and that knowing and doing must remain consistent and
unified. In the history of China, the idea of seeking truth from facts and
advancing with the times also goes back to ancient times and is deeply
rooted in the hearts of the people. Chinese scholars in previous generations
have advocated theories like “only with practice can you succeed, only by
probing can you know the truth” “stay realistic and pragmatic and refrain
from empty talk”, “walk the talk, practice what you preach”, ““change
with the times, walk with the times” and “bring forth the new through the
old, discard the old and establish the new”. These are all demonstrations

of the idea -- seek truth from facts and advance with the times. The
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Korean grand master of real learning Jong Ta San also clearly presented
that “the essence is pragmatic deeds instead of dead letters”. An Arabic
proverb about the “sampajanna” theory means that we must seek true
knowledge, sharing the same thinking with the idea of seeking truth from
facts. Radhakrishnan, the Indian “master of eastern and western
comparison philosophy” suggested that “change is the nature of existence”,
and the Indian former premier minister Nehru claimed that “all modern
philosophy must answer the questions of today”. Their opinions share the
same thinking with the idea of advancing with the times, emphasizing that
human knowledge must accord with the changes of the times and develop
with the development of practices.
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The third point is to be industrious and frugal, independent and

self-reliant. This is wisdom on how to understand and deal with the
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relations between production and livelihood, accumulation and
consumption and independence and assistance. Chinese ancestors learned
the truth a long time ago that human existence relies on hard work. There
were many analects encouraging people and officials to be industrious and
thrifty in managing household and country, to stand on our own feet and
to strive for life without ceasing. There were sentences like “man’s
livelihood depends on industrious work, and hard work will always offer
food and clothing”, “men are born to be hard-working and it’s the only
way to make achievements”, “success comes from thrift and hard work
while failure comes from luxury”, “achievement is founded on diligence
and wasted upon recklessness”, “stick to ethnics of industry and thrift,
frugality cultivates a noble character”, “cut expenses and ban luxuries, and
it’s a nation’s urgent business”, “as Heaven’s movement is ever vigorous,
so must a gentleman ceaselessly strive along”, and “difficult conditions
make a stronger man, a man with unwavering high ambitions”. Meanwhile,
these ideas have been highly praised in other countries and regions of Asia
throughout the ages. The Vietnamese former President Mr. Ho6 Chi Minh
advocated people in their youth to be diligent, frugal, forbearing and to
uphold the spirit of self-reliance and sacrifice. The Indian Mahayana
prescribed the “Virya” concept as its creed, teaching people to work hard
for the well-being of others; The Arabic scholar Ansari stressed that
people should develop a plain diet and daily life habits, and cultivate a
spirit of diligence and thrift from childhood, avoiding the bad practice of
loving ease and hating work. In recent history, Asian countries and Asian
people have been striving for state independence and national liberation,
fighting their way to build-up the country after victory. The practice
vividly demonstrates that industry and frugality and independence and

self-reliance are the precious spiritual characteristics shared by Asian
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people.

MEEMES. TOFEDN. XEXTNAMLEMAEKE. 1
&, ERXAN-FHEAEE. MASEERELKFNOBIHES X
R. ARSI, B ANBREFEEMLLEEZT, £
AT B A TF AR, BATFREE . IRBEAMER. Azt iie, T
P 530 X A e AT AR P s e, AR LA IR BBk T Y
EoK, NRE R A M EYMEA R K ) E R TR 2 RS T AR
(& PR SR, PR SR T AR &, e E P s
EER RN “RFHFR” . CANOF, BB o EBAE, T
B . “URNA, RTFARA” . “REZE, BEER” . ‘K
B SR, RIMAER” . “UBEMUZRE RARAND , il
LRI HAE BAR AR A <R BOUTTHR 6 “ AT ST AT 5 A1,
ARAEGEMETR” , WERUHREED RN “— R LKL, B
RAEthy FRIONRIP S, ENEER (R Fraim AR “dss
BFRAK, BRI AR NE T, #RAE S ATER SRR
WOEAMEAE UEAR. MEFLEMER TR “BIRAE” |
“E RS BNREEEIEAEN, xR R AR RS E
SUBARZEMSEA ERR AL, KEFEDT - M “TAE
SUR TR R A% o TZE TEHHAE SR RSO R, SRR LA
A R B B XA A 2 S e T —E ARG AN .
B2, BEMEEIF IS X SURBE M ERR MO, £
PN ST B — AN R R O EE B 5

The fourth point is to value the collective and be devoted to
public duty. This is wisdom on how to understand and deal with the
relations between individual and family, the individual and society and the
individual and country. The individual and the collective are an
interdependent dialectical unity. As a social creature, man lives his life as

a part of a social group, and no one at any time can be separated from the
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collective, the family, the ethnic group, or the country. Ever since ancient
times, ancestors from Asian countries and regions learned the great power
of the collective with farming production experiences, and learned that
only by co-operation could they overcome the difficulties and challenges
resulting from natural and social risks. Therefore, they have fostered the
notion of valuing the collective since remote times. Ancient Chinese
books and records contain many explanations like “people’s concerted
efforts to make a nation stronger”, “people working with one aim will
move Mount Tai”, “collect the public’s wisdom, and accept favorable
suggestions”, “people must come first, the world is equally shared by all”,
“the way of running a state is to enrich the people first”, “enrich the
people, and it’s easy to govern; deprive the people, and it’s hard to run”,
and “the officials should work to comfort, enrich and delight the people™.
The Medieval Arabic thinker Ibn Khaldun pointed out that “people can
only live and defend themselves by group living and cooperation”. A
Kazakstan proverb says that “the history of a land is the history of the
people living there.” The Indian book the “Upanishad” exhorted people to
“abandon all selfish desires, and jump out of the circle of personal
interests.” All of these ideas tell people to set up a collectivist concept of
valuing the collective and being devoted to public duty. Some Asian
countries still advocate “people-oriented” and “enrich people first” basic
principles to run the country. The people-oriented concept represents the
best of collectivism in social politics. The British scholar Martin Jacques
said, “individualism is the core of European values, while in Asia
especially in East Asia, collective identity is more important than personal
identity. This difference in values determines that the two of them will
have totally different social patterns.” In brief, the ideology of valuing the

collective and putting collectivism as a core concept of values is an
21



outstanding feature and a distinctive advantage of Asian civilizations.
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The fifth point is to employ both virtue and law in governance
like treating both the symptoms and root causes of a disease. This is
wisdom on how to understand and deal with the relations between the rule
of virtue and the rule of law, treatment of symptoms and root causes in
governing approaches. There is an inalienable relation between rule of
virtue and rule of law, in which virtue is the basis of law and law is the
guarantee of virtue. The rule of law is like treating the symptoms and the
rule is virtue is like treating the root causes, each supplementing the other.
This is a widely acknowledged idea in Asian countries. China has been
emphasizing the “rule of both virtue and law, with morality guiding and
punishment supplementing” and “virtue is the essence of administration,
penalty is the manifestation of administration” principles in the
governance of the state and society. Today in the construction of socialism,
China sticks to the important governing principle of combining the rule of
law with the rule of virtue. In ancient Western Asia, the Hebrew legal

ideology believed that law is actually “a tool used to execute morality and
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etiquette attached with penalty”. The ancient Babylonia “Code of
Hammurabi”® prescribed detailed legal provisions on one hand, and
stressed “establishing benevolent governance across the country” on the
other hand. It is clear that they stand for a combination of the rule of law
and the rule of virtue.
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The sixth point is to live in harmony and peace with neighboring
countries. This is wisdom on how to understand and handle state-to-state
relations. For thousands of years, conflict and warfare of varying degrees

has occurred throughout the countries and regions of Asia, but Asian
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people persist in the principle of “living in  peace and harmony with
neighboring countries” to deal with the state-to-state relationship, and
always yearn for and cherish a peaceful coexistence with neighbors. In
addition, this principle is the mainstream of developing the relations
among Asian countries. As early as in ancient China, the concepts of “Xie
He Wan Bang” and “He He Wan Guo” were put forward, and both of the
two concepts refer to “all nations living side by side in perfect harmony”.
Of course, both “Wan Bang” and “Wan Guo” referred to all vassal states
within the territory of China at that time. In order to develop a good
relationship and partnership with neighboring countries, all political rulers
after the Qin and Han Dynasties took “benevolence and
good-neighborliness” as their guide, believing “a warlike nation is
doomed to ruin itself, even if it is a great one” and adhering to emphasize
morality and peace. Historically, the so-called “tributary system” has been
long implemented by China, namely “paying tribute to a suzerain or
emperor” and “returning tribute”, which was a way of exchanging with
other countries in politics, the economy and culture. Actually, this system
presented a state-to-state relationship of “peaceful coexistence and mutual
benefit” to a large extent. Historically, when Prince Shoto Kutaishi of
Japan enacted the Seventeen-article Constitution, he put “harmony is most
precious” as the first article. What is more, scholars of the Korean
Peninsula put forward the concept of “treating each other with respect and
righteousness”, scholars of Arab countries proposed “cooperation between
cities and countries”, H.E. Jawaharlal Nehru, former prime minister of
India initiated “one world, one family”, and the poet Navoi of Uzbekistan
announced that “nothing is better than living in friendship”. All of these
have embodied the ideology of peaceful diplomacy. It is definitely not by

chance that Asian countries first proposed and practiced the Five
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Principles of Peaceful Coexistence in the 1950s and took it as the criteria
for dealing with the relationship between countries all over the world.
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The seventh point is to be sincere and maintain mutual respect
and trust. This is wisdom on how to understand and deal with the moral
behavior relationship between individuals. Since ancient times in China,
there have been rites and music culture as “the system of rites and music is
beneficial for future generations as it can manage a country, maintain
social stability and order people's lives”. In addition, township treaties and
family rules were prevalent in Chinese folk society. The whole society
regarded sincerity, mutual respect and trust as basic moral principles to
normalize people’s behavior and to strengthen people’s unity and harmony.
Many ancient Chinese sayings embody moral principles, such as

7 e

“respecting god and the people and abiding by the ancients”, “to be honest

and trustworthy on the basis of mutual understanding and mutual
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accommodation”, “share weal and woe together”, “never do to others what

you would not have them do to you”, “promises must be kept and actions
must be resolute”, etc. Besides, sincerity, mutual respect and trust are also
commonly advocated by other Asian countries and regions. The Epic
Mahabharata chanted by Indian people for thousands of years teaches
people to respect their elders, teachers and others, and to be
self-disciplined and honest. The Islamic doctrines take integrity as a
fundamental rule, and measure the morality and belief of a Muslim’s
behavior by observing whether they have implemented the fundamental
rule or not. Asian people also deeply understand that sincerity as well as
mutual respect and trust should not only become a major concept of the

mutual interactions among individuals, but also a cardinal principle for the

exchanges among nations and countries.
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The eighth point is to combine righteousness with benefit to
achieve reciprocity and win-win. This is wisdom on how to understand
and deal with the relation between moral correctness and material interests
among individuals, societies and countries with different interests. It is not
only a cardinal principle for Asian countries and regions to oppose
venality, propose justice and benefit, and initiate mutual cooperation and
win-win in individual networking, social communication and national

exchange, but also an important aspect with the appealing features of
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Asian values and oriental wisdom. Both the old Chinese mottoes “riches
and honor attained through immoral means to me are as empty as floating
clouds” and the altruism upheld by the Indian Epic Mahabharata are
striking portrayals of Asian people combining righteousness with benefit

to achieve reciprocity and win-win.
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The ninth point is to be open, inclusive and to learn from each
other. This is wisdom on how to understand and deal with the relationship
between different cultures of different nationalities, countries, and regions.
It is an objective insight that everything in this world is multifarious and
wonderful. Any culture, no matter in which country or nationality it

originated, is flowing and open, and this is the objective law of
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civilization ,communication and development. We learn and exchange
with each other to offset our weakness, and this is the inevitable route for
different cultures to achieve improvement and common progress. Cultures
are varied yet equal. History has repeatedly proved that all hegemonic
cultures centered on hegemonism like “one and only”, or “everything
belongs to me” ultimately fail, and are digging their own graves. People in
different countries and regions of Asia are always advocating mutual
exchange and dialogue between different nationalities, countries, and
regions, which is the reason why Asian culture can continuously achieve
progress. It is expounded in the Chinese classics that “the tolerance of the
empty sea is great”, “convince people afar with your culture and virtue
and attract them”, and “make friends with culture and cultivate your
benevolence with your friends”. Mohammed, the founder of Islam,
encouraged that “we should make effort to get the knowledge though it is
far in China”, and it is claimed in Islamic doctrines that “Arabians are not
better than non-Arabians, and vice versa”. All of these concepts encourage
light of openness, inclusiveness and mutual learning. The famous Hundred
Years Translation Movement of the Medieval Arabs is an epitome and
shows the outstanding success of learning from each other including

civilizations among different nations and regions.
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Finally, besides the nine points listed above, I would like to further
declare and strengthen some personal opinions. First, due to limited
information and data, some distinctive thought in some Asian countries
and regions may not be covered and the statements I have quoted may not
be the most representative ones. Second, as the basic elements of Asians
values and oriental wisdom, the nine points above not only exist in Asian
culture, but also in the cultures of the rest of the world such as Europe,
America, Africa, and Oceania, but are just more distinctive and featured in
Asian civilizations. Third, the summary on Asian values and oriental
wisdom above is only my personal understanding, is my humble attempt
and is just for discussion. I hope with this modest spur you can come up
with more valuable ideas in the future.
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Distinguished experts and scholars, dear friends, the seminar is
coming to an end, and we will go back to our work soon. Again, let’s
express our congratulations to the complete success of this seminar and
extend our thanks to all of the experts and scholars present for their
brilliant ideas. My thanks also go to friends from our sponsors and
co-organizers for their great efforts, as well as our volunteers who have
provided us with a warm and considerate service! I wish all of you good

health and may your work go smoothly! Thank you very much!
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